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OILS & GAS EXPLORATION 
PORT SERVICE CAPABILITIES

INTRODUCTION

Operating New Zealand�s southern-most deep 
water port, South Port is ideally situated to provide 
support services for on-shore and off-shore 
exploration companies. South Port operates year 
round, 24 hours a day and takes pride in its ability 
to manage a diverse range of activities. 

South Port�s primary assets located at the Port of 
Bluff consist of a 40 hectare (100 acre) man-made 
Island Harbour where the main port operations take 
place; a dedicated wharf and causeway servicing 
Rio Tinto�s New Zealand Aluminium Smelter; a 
town wharf structure used for servicing the coastal 
petroleum industry and bunkering vessels. Total 
marine bunkering is 11 million litres (2.9 million US 
gallons) stored at the port.

South Port has 15 hectares (37 acres) of vacant 
land within the Island Harbour and foreshore areas 
available for utilisation by off-shore and on-shore 
operators. This land is over and above the existing 
32 hectares (80 acres) of general port infrastructure.

LOCATION TO PETROLEUM BASINS

South Port, (latitiude 46 36� 53�S, longitude 
168 21�21�E) is the closest port in proximity to 
the Great South Basin. South Port is also closely 
situated to the Waiau and Te Anau basins located 
onshore in Western Southland.

HISTORIC INVOLVEMENT WITH OIL 
EXPLORATION

In the 1970�s and 1980�s South Port was the service 
base for the Hunt Petroleum oil rigs �Penrod 74 and 
78�, which operated in the Great South Basin.

South Port over this time supplied dedicated service 
berths, bunkering, hardstanding area, covered 
storage, mobile plant and staff to service Hunt 
Petroleum�s requirements on a 24 hour basis.
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PORT RESOURCES

Marine:
Provides pilotage, towage, berthage and 
ancillary marine services to the maritime 
industry 
A marine �Syncrolift� to dry-dock vessels up to 
1,000 tonnes
2 Voith tractor tugs offering bollard pull capacity 
of 35 tonnes plus an ocean going emergency 
towing capability of 3,000 to 3,600 nautical 
miles
International Ship and Port Facility Security (ISPS) 
compliant

Facilities and Equipment:
10 berths for commercial ships providing good 
� exibility and minimal congestion 
9.7 metres (31.8 feet) of draught at high tide 
plus access to DGPS navigational aids 
18,000m2 (190,000 ft2) of dry storage facilities 
for a range of cargo(s) 

ß

ß

ß

ß

ß

ß

ß

39,000m3 (1.3 million ft3) of cold storage - 
stores can be operated from +10C down to 
-28C 
1 modern Liebherr harbour crane with lifting 
capacity of 100 metric tonnes 

Services and Products:
Support base for off-shore and on-shore drilling 
and exploration equipment - extensive covered, 
uncovered storage facilities and potential of� ce 
space
Liquid fuels handled include diesel, bitumen, 
motor spirits, Jet A-1, sulphuric acid, tallow, 
molasses 
Other bulk cargo handled include fertiliser, coal, 
stockfeed 
Bunkering/refuelling facilities providing marine 
gas oil
Motivated staff delivering � exible operating 
parameters
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NIGEL GEAR, Commercial Manager

 DDI: +64 3 212-6003
 Phone: +64 3 212-8159
 Cell: +64 274-943-322
 Email: ngear@southport.co.nz 

MARK O�CONNOR, Chief Executive

 DDI: +64 3 212-6036
 Phone: +64 3 212-8159
 Cell: +64 275-560-404
 Email: moconnor@southport.co.nz 

CONTACTS


